Fulfilled Prophecy-
A Challenge
to the Skeptics

The trustworthiness of God’s Word is at stake!

The Bible must either stand or fall according to the fuifiiment
of the remarkable prophecies it so boldly makes.

none else; 1 am God, and

there is none like me,
Declaring the end from the begin-
ning, and from ancient times the
things that are not yet done, saying,
My counsel shall stand, and I will do
all my pleasure” (Isa. 46:9-10).

Here is a challenge to the unbeliev-
er and the skeptic! God says that He
can and does foretell the future.

The Bible is about one-third
prophecy. If the Bible is truly the
inspired Waord of God, every one of
those prophecies must have come to
pass just as predicted or must now be
awaiting accurate fulfillment. If any
Bible prophecy has failed (except in
the case of God's direct intervention,
as with Jonah's prophecy to Nine-
veh), then the veracity of God’s
Word could be suspect!

Any who will examine the record
wiil see prophecies that have already
come 10 pass — others are now being
fulfilled. But even more important —
and for you this is a matter of life and
death — many prophecies will yet
come to pass in this generation.

Three of the most remarkable
Bible prophecies already fulfilled
concern (wo ancient {eaders of world
-empires and a Middle Eastern king.
All three instances are well docu-
mented in the historical record.
These three exampies represent the
sure word that is Bible prophecy.

(X4 For I am God, and there is

Cyrus, rufer of Persia
The first example is that of Cyrus

the Persian, the first ruler of the
Persian empire, who lived in the sixth
century B.C. The spories of Cyrus’
birth and youth as recordéd in the
histories of the time are so remark-
able that they seem almost like chil-
dren’s stories. Herodotus, the Greek

" historian of . the fifth century B.C,,
. recounts one of these stories, here

summarized. _

Astyages, the son of Cyaxeres,
king of the Medes, had a daughter,
Mandane. He became fearful because
he dreamed that this daughter would
bear a child who would rule in his
place, not only his kingdom but all of
Asia. He wanted to prevent this at all
Cost.

When Mandane had her first child,
a son, Astyages instructed one of his
trusied scrvanis, Harpagus, to have
the child killed. Harpagus, not want-
ing to do such a horrible thing,
entrusted the terrible responsibility
to Mitradates, 4 herdsman. Mitrad-
ates, on finding that his own chiid
had just been stillborn, took and
reared Mandane’s son as his own,
When the boy was about 10 years old
his true identity became known,

His grandfather, Astyages the
king, now accepted him and in due
time this boy, Cyrus, ascended the
throne in about 558 B.C. By about
549 B.C. Cyrus had become king
over all Media, and by about 548
B.C. he ruled all Persia. He con-
quered Babylon in 539 B.C, and the
Persian empire succeeded the Baby-
lonian empire.

This story would not be so remark-
able by itself, but predictions about
Cyrus are included in Bible proph-
¢cy. You will find these precisc and
specific predictions in the last verses
of Isaiash 44 and the first part of
Isaiah 45. .

“That saith of Cyrus, He is my
shepherd, and shall perform all my
pleasure: even saying to Jerusalem,
Thou shait be built; and to the tem-
ple, Thy foundation shall be laid”
(Isa. 44:28),

Isaiah gave this prophecy almost
two centuries before Cyrus made his
prociamation about rebuilding God’s
Temple in Jerusalem!

“Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia,
The Lord God of heaven hath given
me all the kingdoms of the earth; and
he hath charged me to build him an
house at Jerusalem, which is in
Judah” (Ezra 1:2).

Not only did God name Cyrus long
before he was born, He saw to it that
Satan did not succeed in having him
put to death by his grandfather! He
also saw that Cyrus issued the procla-
mation to rebuild the Temple, as God
had prophesied that he would! But

there is more.

The two leaved gates

“Thus saith the Lord to his
anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand
I have holden, to subdue nations
before him; and I will loose the loins
of Kings, to open before him the rwo
leaved gates; and the gates shall not
be shut” (Isa. 45:1).
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Isaizh prophesied that God would
make it possible for Cyrus to conquer
the many kingdoms that uitimately
made up his empire. Also, the “two
leaved gates” would not be shut or
locked. This refers to the remarkable
way in which Cyrus was able to
capture the city (and consequently
the empire) of Babylon.

The large city of Babylon, with its
massive high walls, appeared impreg-
nable from the outside. When Cyrus’
armics encamped around the city, the
Babylonians only laughed' They
could survive a siege of years.

binbeknownst to the Babylonians,
however, Cyrus’ men were able to
divert most of the Euphrates River,
which normally flowed through mas-
sive gates into the city. Cyrus also
had gotten a spy into the city, who on
the appropriate night had the inner
gates along the river unlocked. With
the lowered river level, the army was
able to invade the city by way of the
river route and through these gates.
taking the Babylonians by complete
surprise. Part of the remarkabie ful-
fillment of the prophecy about the
“1wo leaved gates™” is described in
Daniei 5, the rest in various secular
histories. -~

Alsxandes’s conguest

The second prophetic personality
we will consider is Alexander of
Macedon, also known as Alexander
the Great. He was the first king of
the Graeco-Macedonian empire.
Upon the death of his father Philip in
336 B.C., he ascended the Greek
throne, being only about 20 years
old.

Two years later he entered Asia
with aboat 30,000 infantry and 5,000
cavalry. He put to flight superior
Persian forces at the battle of Grani-
cus and then in QOctober, 333 B.C., he
faced Darius IIl, the Persian king,
who had an army 10 times greater
than his own. This battie of Issus won
him an overwhelming victory. Alex-
ander later won a conclusive victory
over Persia at the Battle of Arbela on
Qct. 1, 331 B.C., even though Darius
til fictded an army of more than one
million men.

This young man went on to extend
his empire to the Indus River. He
died of fever when he was less than
34 years of age. after a reign of only
about 13 years.

The prophiecies about this man are
found in Daniel, chapters 8 and 11.
Part of this prophecy states: “And as
I was considering, behold, an he goat
came from the west on the face of the
whole e¢arth, and touched not the
ground: and the goat had 2 notable
horn between his eyes. And he came
to the ram that had two horns. which
I had seen standing before the river,
and ran unto him in the fury of his
power” (Dan. 8:5-6).

The “notable horn™ represented
Alexander (the first king of Grecia,
verse 21) who conquered the “ram”
(the king of Persia, verse 20). Alex-
ander is also referred to in Daniel
11:3-4.

This prophecy was given by Daniel
in the sixth centary B.C., but its
fulfillment by Alexander did not
occur until about two centuries later,
in the fourth century B.C.!

Jews protectad

An interesting sidelight of this
prophecy concerns the city of Jerusa-
lem and the Jewish people there.

On Alexander’s drive southward,
after his conquest of Syria, he
bypassed Jerusalem, continuing
along the seacoast to Gaza, which he

took in the fall of 332 B.C. After this

he headed with his armies toward
Jerusalem.

He had previcusly written Jaddua,
the Jewish leader and high priest,
requiring certain provisions. Jaddua
replied that he had given an oath to
King Darius of Persia that he could
not violate as long as Darius lived.
This greatly angered Alexander.

“Now Alexander, when he had
taken Gaza, made haste to go up to
Jerusalem; and Jaddua the high
priest, when he heard that, was in an
agony, and under terror, as not know-
ing how he should meet the Mace-
donians, since the king was displeased
at his foregoing discbedience” (Jose-
phus, A4nt., Book XI, Chapter VIII,
section 4).

Jaddua then exhorted the peaple ta
pray and offer. sacrifices to Ged,
whereupon God told him in a dream
how to receive Alexander and his
armies, Here is how the mometitous
metting took place.

“Alexander, when he saw the mul-
titude at a distance, in whitc gar-
ments, while the priests stood clothed
with fine linen, and the high priest in

purple and scarlet clothing, with his
mitre on his head, having the golden
plate wherepn the name of God was
engraved, he approached by himself,
and adored that name, and first
saluted the high priest.”

Alexander then said: “[ saw this
very person in a dream, in this very
habit, when | was at Dios in Mace-
donia, who, when I was considering
with myself how I might obtain the
dominion of Asia, exhorted me to
make no delay... And when the
book of Daniel was shewed him,
wherein Daniel declared that one of
the Greeks should destroy the empire
of the Persians, he supposed that
himself was the person intended”
(ibid., section 5).

As a result of these events, Alexan-
der dealt kindly with the Jews, This
interesting story gives a little more
detail on how God brings about the
fulfillment of Bible prophecy, some-
times in remafkable ways.

An abomination in God’s Temple

The last event we will consider
relates to Antiochus Epiplianes, who
was king of Syria during the second
century B.C. :

After Alexander’s death his
empire was divided into four king-

- doms (Dan. 7:6, 8:8, 22, 11:4). One

of these four kingdoms was that of
Syria. Here is what Daniel says about
Antiochus:

“And out of one of them came
forth a little horn, which waxed
exceeding great, toward the south,
anid toward the east, and toward the
pleasant land. And it waxed great,
even to the host of heaven; and it cast
down some of the host and of the
stars to the ground, and stamped
upon them. Yea, he magnified him-
self even to the prince of the host, and
by him the daily sacrifice was taken
away, and the place of his sanctuary
was cast down. And an host was given
him against the daily sacrifice by
reason of transgression, and it cast
down the truth to the ground; and it
practised, and prospered” (Dan. 8:9-
12).

This prophecy was fulfilled in a
terrible way. Antiochus took over
Jerusalem and the Temple. He
stopped the daily sacrifices and
forced pagan religion on the Jews.
Here is one summary of the horrible
details:
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“The observance of the Sabbath,
circumcision and abstinence from
unclean food were forbidden under
penalty of death. Mothers who had
their infant sons circumcised were
crucified with their babes hanged
upon their necks. The daily sacrifice
was made to cease. An altar to the
Olympian Zeus was built upon the
altar of burnt offering and sacrifice
offered upon it. A herd of swine was
driven into the temple and swine's
flesh offered upon the altar. The
Holy of Holies and its furniture were
sprinkied with broth made from
swine's flesh. The courts of the tem-
ple were polluted with indecent
orgies” (4ncient History in Bible
Light, Miller, p. 214).

This time has rarely, if ever, been
equaled in the history of Israel or
Judah. Not only were the people
butchered, even fried in huge pans,
but Antiochus personally entered
into the Holy of Holies in God's
Temple and took away the gold ves-
sels in the Temple. He erected a
“Greek altar on the site of the old one
on 25 December 167" (The New
Bible Dictionary, article *“Antio-
chus™). _

Finally Judas Maccabaeus, his
brothers and the Jews were abie to
recapture Jerusalem three years lat-
er, cleanse the sanctuary (Temple)
and reinstitute the worship of God.

It should be noted here, however,
that this prophecy of Daniel 8:9-12 is
dual. "Antiochus fulfiled it in type,
but it is éven now awaiting a much
more terrible fulfillment in this end
time!

Prophecy for today

These three examples show that
God not only knows the end from the
beginning and has predicted the
future, but He also sees to it that the
prophecies are fulfilled.

Certainly many books could be
writien — have been written — 10
give all the historical details. There

are scores of fulfilled prophecies -

about Christ alone, others about John
the Baptist, Judas Iscariot and others.
The fall of Israel and Judah were aiso
foretold in great detail by Isaiah,
Jeremiah and others. The fulfilment
of the physical promises to Abraham
is 2 matter of record (Write for our
free booklet, The United States and
Britain in Prophecy).

The restoration of the Jews to
Judea in the sixth century B.C., the
rebuilding of the Temple and the fail
of Jerusalem in A.D. 70 are major
prophecies that have been fulfilled.

The rise and fall of ancient Babylonis -

another fulfilled prophecy.

But more important than these
historicai fulfillments is that proph-
ecy is #ight now being fulfilled,

The fall of the modern descendants
of ancient Israel (particularly Britain
and the United Statés) is well under
way. This was prophesied as early as
the time of Moses (Lev. 26 and Dest.
28). This fall will lead to another
captivity during a time called Jacob’s
trouble or the grear tribulation.

Following this tribulation super-
naturai heavenly signs will announce
the imminent return of Christ.
Immediately after these signs will
begin the “Day of the Lord,” culmi-
nating in the actual return of Jesus
Christ 23 King of kings and Lord of
lords (For more information about
the Bible prophecies concerning the
end time, request your free copy of
The Book of Revelation Unveiled at
Last].

Prophecy also shows that God will
make a way of escape from ail these
horrors for his fajthful servants who
are ‘“‘accounted worthy” (Luke
21:36);

We need to be about our Father's
business, doing the Work He has
asked us to do, cleaning up our per-
sonal lives so that we, together with
others who have already qualified,
may become a “glorious church, not
having spot, or wrinkle, or any such
thing™ (Eph. 5:27). . -~

I we do, we will e able ta escape
all these terrible events and stand
before the Son of man! O
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