The TRUE Reason
Why the Jews Rejected Christ

Why didn't the Jews understand the prophecies of Christ’s first
coming? Why weren't they ready to receive the Holy Spirit
on the day of Pentecost? The answer will surprise you!

“FIVER since the time of Adam man
= has rebelled against the govern-
A4 ment of God. As the Supreme
Ruler of the universe, God has decreed
that 6000 years be alloted to man to
decide for himself whether he will volun-
tarily submit to the Government of God
and keep holy the sime He made holy.

Man universally has rejected God's
rule, His authority, His holy days. But
Gad has not been idle in human affairs.

What God Has Been Doing

What God is doing these 6000 years
very few recognize,

Now is not the dme God is trying to
save the world. He is racher calling out of
the world a select few whom He chooses,
To us He reveals Himself, His Will and
His Purpose, But we must voluntarily
choose to obey Him — and to keep holy
the days He set apart.

In the days of Moses God firsc orga-
nized His Church and revealed to them
His Plan. To keep that Church in the
knowledge of that Plan, the Eternal
ordained seven annual festivals. These
festivals pictured che seven steps in
carrying out God's Plan.

When the Old Testament Church
departed from celebrating rhese festivals,
they lost the knowledge of the Plan, This
is exactly what had happened to the Jews
in New Tesrament times! The Jews did
not understand the prophecies of the first
coming of Christ because they were not
keeping the one festival (Passover)
which pictured that Christ was coming
frst as rthe paschal lamb. They knew
He would come later —at the close of
G000 years of history (pictured by che
Feast of Trumpers} — as the conquering
King!

The Jews knew five out of the seven
steps in God's Plan because they stiil
observed five out of the seven fescivals,
Bur the two festivals on which they had
become confused and divided picrured
the very pare of Gaod’s Plan which they
had lost! The Passover pictured the com-
ing of the Messiah as the passover lamb
—to bear our sins (I Corinthians 5:7 ).
Having changed the day of the true Pass-
over the Jews cut themselves off from
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their God. To change the day, w neglect
it, is s#s. And sin cuts one off from God.
Hence they were unable to recognize the
ttue gospel when it came to them
through Jesus Christ. They were not
expecting Christ, the Messiah, to come as
a man to bear the sins of the world.

They were expecting only a conquer-
ing king. Had they been celebrating the
true Passover on its right day, instead of
confusing it with the Feast night of the
days of Unleavened Bread, they would
have known that their Messiah would
first come as a man to bear the sins of the
world!

No wonder the Jews crucified the
Saviour! They had forgotten the true
Passover!

How important it is that we today
keep this day so we do not forget what
Christ has already done for us!

And no wonder they did not receive
the gift of the Holy Spirit. They were
not properly keeping the day of Pentecost
which pictured the coming of the Holy
Spirit. Only those who were correctly
observing these two days knew thac the
Messiah had come, who He was, Oaly
they were ready o reccive the gife of the
Holy Spirir,

It seems almost no one has really
grasped the true reason why the Jews
rejected Christ and ceased to be the
Church through whom He could work in
spreading the gospel.

It is only because we today keep these
days—all of thern—that we today know all
the steps in God's Program.

Why Jews Lost True Dates for
Passover and Pentecost

It is time we understand why the Jews
forgot to properly celebrate Passover and
Pentecost, Here is an important lesson in
Church Authority — God's Government
— which we today need to understand!

Granted the Jews preserved the Sacred
Calendar. Granted that the Jews cele-
brated five of seven annual festivals on
the cotrect date according to the Bible
and the Sacred Calendar.

Why, then, did the Jews, who o this
day have preserved the true calendar,
cclebrate their passover and their pente-

cost on difterent days from those plainly
stated in the Bible?

The Jews in Judaea in Christ's day
celebrated their passover one day later
than did Jesus and the Galileans. The
Pharisaic Judacans also ceased to commns
fifty days to determine the day Pentecost
is t0 be celcbrated. Why? How did the
Jews become confused, divided?

What happened to Church Authority?

Here are the facts!

Mast Jews today celebrate 2heir pente-
cost — or feast of Arst-fruits — on the sixth
day of the third month, Sivan. According
to Jewish tradition the day of Pentecost
no longet needs to be counted. Their
pentecost falls on a fixed day of the
month, no marter what day of the week
1t occurs!

Yet Moses was inspired to write
that Pentecost has to be counted (Lev.
23:13). Unlike every other annual festi-
val, Pentecost does not fall on a sec day
of the month. It falls, rather, on variable
days of the month, but on 2 specific and
invariable day of the week!

The Jews in New Tesrament times
became divided as to the correct time for
celebrating this festival. Sadducces, who
were mainly prieses, still continued to
count fifty days long after Pharisees, who
were Jaymen in high places, fixed the
festival on Sivan 6. Why?

Because no awnthority was exercised to
keep unity in the Jewish community in
New Testament times!

The aposiles and faithful Jews in
Galilee and throughout the world alone
continued to celebrate Pentecost on a
Monday, 2 fixed day of the week.

Also, Jesus and the Galileans ob-
served Passover on Nisan 14, the correct
day. The Jews in Judaca celebtated it
one day late, on the night of the Feast,
the 15th of Nisan or Abib. Today the
Jews do not really keep any passover.
They observe only the Feast. This is the
real reason why the Jews as a nation
forgot theit God!

Now let us understand how it all
happened. How the Jews became mixed
up in their thinking. How people today
can fall inwo the same snare when they
begin to use individual human reason on
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mattets that pertain to the whole Church
and hence are the responsibility of the
ministry throngh which Christ governs
His Church.

First, let's take the date of che Passover.

Why Different Passover?

Did you know that scholars are as
mwuch divided about the date of the Pass-
over today as were the Jews in Christ's
time? Even some in the Church of God
during the Sardis Era of the Church
became divided on this question.

The reason for every such confusion
is the lack of the Government of God.
The New Testament Church replaced the
Old Testament Church because the Jews
in Christ’s day had not spiritually yiclded
to the Government of God. They fol-
lowed their own tradidons.

Centuries later, when Jesus Christ
could no longer use the Sardis Era of the
Church, He raised up #his work —the
Philadelphia Era of the Church of God
{see Revelation 3).

We are not divided today because
we follow the Government of God.
“Thou...didst keep my word,” says
Jesus of this Church today (Rev. 3:8).
We obey the Bible. We follow the
example of Jesus. We do what He says,
We submit to His government in the
Church. Christ #s and will ever remain
the Head of this Church, He has prom-
ised ic!

Now consider the facts of history —
why the world generally believes that
Christ died not on the Passover, but on
the Feast — and who it is that first caused
the world to belicve this fable,

Did you know thae it was Pope Leo —
the first absolute Pope — who originated
the idea thar Christ died on the 15th of
Nisan, not on the 14th, as the Bible
makes plain? The same power that
worked rhrough him bad already worked
through the Jews and led them to deny
that Christ is our real Passover! Jesus
said of the Jews: "You are of your father
the devil.” And the world has followed
his lies ever since! The devil wants
people to deny Jesus is the Christ. And
one of many ways is to delude them inwo
thinking that Jesus did not die on the
Passover, Nisan 14,

Pope Leo lived four cencuries after the
time of Jesus Christ. Here is what led
up o his idea that Christ did not die on
the true Passover, The Christian world
was divided as to the date for Faster,
which they had adopred from the pagans.
Leo proposcd to settle it In so doing he
wanted o stamp out the ttue passover
aleogether. To do so he had to make the
Christian world belicve that Jesus died
on Nisan 13, not 14, "At the same time,”
declare Schaff and Wace on page 56 of
Nicene and Post-INicene Fathers, vol, xiv,
"also was generally established, the

The GOOD NEWS

opinion so litde entertained by the an-
cient authoricies of the Church —one
might even say, so strongly in contradic-
tion to their teaching — that Chrisc
parwook of the passover on the 14th of
Nisan, that he died on the 15th {not on
the 14th, as the ancients considered) ...
In the letter we have just mencioned,
Proterius of Alexandria openly admitted
all these different points” — and the Pope
offiicially approved the contents of the
fettet abour 440 A.D.

And that is why the world believes
what it does today!

But notice the plain evidence of Scrip-
ture now,

The Testimony of Scripture

‘The Scriprure s our final authority, No
man has ever been given any authority to
replace it with human tradicion. Here is
what we find,

In Luke 22:8 we read: “And he (Jesus)
seat Peter and John, saying, Go and pre-
pate us the passover that we may eat,”
And in the last part of verse 13 we find:
“And they made ready che passover.”
Now continue with the next two verses:
“And when the hour was come, he sat
down, and the twelve apostles with him,
And he said unto them, With desire 1
have desired to eat this passover with you
before 1 suffer.”

The next morning of this same day (a
day begins at sunset), Jesus Christ was
brought to tial and crucified. Late the
afrernoon of the same day, shortly before
sunsct, Jesus was buried. And in Luke
2%:54 we read these plain words from
the inspired Greek Text: “And it was
preparation day; a sabbath drew on”
Note that ir was # sabbath according to
the original Greek, not “the sabbath” as
in the King James Version.

The women returned home, rested that
sabbath following the day of preparation
(Mark 16:1), then — two days after the
Passover — purchased and prepared spices
and — notice Tuke 23:50: “And rested
#he sabbath day according to the com-
mandment,”

Here is the weekly sabbath mentioned.
It was not one day after the preparation,
nor two days after, but three days after
that preparation day on which Jesus was
killed. This plainly proves thac Luke
knew thar Jesus was crucified on the day
before an annual sabbath.

Since Leviticus 23 and many other
scriptures prove that the 155 of Nisan
ir an annual boly day, Luke plainly makes
the crucifixion on the day before — that
is, on the 14¢h of Nisan. Both Matthew
and Mark agree with Luke, yet critics
would have us believe rhat Luke had
Jesus crucified on the 153th, an annual
sabbath, the first holy day of the seven-
day Festival of Unlcavened Bread!

Plainly Jesus ate the Passover on the
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cve of the ldch of Nisan, was seized,
tried, crucified and buried on that same
day, and was in the tomb on the 15th —
thar annual sabbath which followed the
Passover.

The record of the apostle fohn agrees
petfectly with this. In fact most critics
acknowledge thar John places the cruci-
fixion record on the 14th. They think
the other three gospel writers place it
on the foilowing day — thus contradict-
tng one anocher! But there is no contra-
diction, Matthew, Mark and Luke all
agree with John in plainly stating that
the day following the crucifixion was a
sabbath.

No Leaven Used with Passover

What the critics cannor get straighe in
their minds is that the Passover was also
a day when Unleavened Bread was eacen.
The Passover was always to be eaten with
unlcavencd bread (Exodus 23:18 and
12:8).

Thete wete seven days during which
no leaven was to be seen anywhere in
Israel — rhis is during the Feast of Un-
leavened Bread. But also the 14rh of
Abib the children of Isracl were to eat
only unleavened bread with the passover
and o use that day as a preparation in
putting out all leaven and getting ready
for the feast of seven days which fol-
lowed. So there were eight days in all
during which unleavened bread was eaten
—one day with the passover and seven
days with the Feast of Unleavend Bread.

That is why Macthew, Mark and Luke
speak of the Passover as @ day of un-
leavened bread! It was not the first day
of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, but the
first of cight days on which unleavened
bread was earen. {In the King James
Version the word “feast” is improperly
inserted in Matchew 26:17. Notice that
it is in #alics.)

Also observe that Matthew records the
conversation of the Jews' plot to kill
Jesus. They said: “"Not on the feast day,
lest there be an uproar among the
people” (Mar. 26:5}.

There is absclutely no shred of evi-
dence that Jesus was crucified on the 15th
of Nisan. He was killed on. the 14th as
our Passover Lamb — on the very day the
Passover Lamb was always slain. The
Jews purposely avoided killing Jesus on
the Feast — the 15¢h.

But now we must read John 18:28. On
the morning of the 14th of Nisan the
Jews refused to enter the judgment hall
of the Roman governor, Pilate. Why?
"Lest they should be defiled, but that chey
might eat the passover.”

So the Jews from Judaea had not eaten
thetr passover yet! They were not cbserv-
ing it at the same time the Galileans
ate ir. Remember that Jesus and the dis-

{ Please continue on page 14)






